Il8                     INTERVIEWING JAPAN
"Acupuncture in the good old days was all
too often either a question of kill or cure/3 said
the doctor as he explained that iron needles were
often used, rust being not infrequent, and there
was a complete innocence of asepsis* Now most
practitioners use silver needles, but it is very doubt-
ful if they are sterilized, though acupuncturists
who learn their work from competent teachers
are taught all the necessary precautions. The
association of okyu and acupuncture practitioners
also endeavours to elevate the standards of its
members,
Dr. Ikeda gets two yen for his first okyu and
acupuncture treatments and a yen for each treat-
ment thereafter. Most patients return several
times. "The number of patients wanting these
treatments varies with the season/* he said. "Peo-
ple don't like treatments during the hot summer
or cold winter months, but they flock in spring
and autumn when the changeable weather creates
rheumatic pains/*
Okyu seems to have been one of the earliest
versions of vaccination. Dr. Ikeda explained that
when plagues attacked the country, everybody
used to rush to get burned as a preventative against
contagious disease*
"It's too bad that foreign   medicine and the